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"Of ell the maladies afflicting the literary, the one that 
might be called Mental Malnutrition has been most beauti- 
fully described by Somerset Maugham in the Ah King story, 
‘The Book Bag.' 

*,.ewho of this band' the euthor asks, 

does not know the restlessness that at- 

tacks him when he has been severed from 

reading too long; the apprehension and 

irritability, and the sigh of relief 

which the sight of a printed page ex- 

tracts from him?'" 

Are you suffering from mentel malnutrition? 
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NOTE: In order to have the 
publication dates of this quar- 
terly fall within the calendar 
year, there will be six issues 
during 1941. Hence, this vol- 


ume number is Volume VII, No. 6. 
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FOR DEFENSE. Millions of books will be provided for men in the armed forees 
of the United States and the Merchant Merine through a National Defense Book 
Campeign, sponsored by the A.1.4., the Red Cross, and the U.S.0. Miss Fannie M. 
Wilcox, State Librarian, and Mr. Donald Coney, President of T.L.A., have received 
information from Miss Althea Warren, Director, New York, that the campaign will 
start January 12, 1942. Miss Wilcox and Mr. Coney have been asked to select a 
State Director. This will be done very soon. The books will be collected in 
libraries throughout the country for distribution to army camps, naval bases, 
U.Se0. clubs, and other service centers. From five to ten million volumes are ex- 
pected to be provided through the campaign, designed to supplement the library 
services provided by the Government which are excellent in quality, but inade- 
quate in quantity. The campeign will be financed jointly by the American Red 
Cross and the U.S.0. In most instances, books will be redistributed directly from 
the collection center to the nearest military base or service club. Equal dis- 
tribution will be assured by the national control system. The Red Cross will 
hendle matters pertaining to placing books inside military camps. Books pro- 
vided to service men through the campaign will be lent free on a liberal basis; 
no definite return dates will be set, nor will there be fines or other penalties 
for volumes not returned. Uniformed men will be permitted to take books from 
the libraries stocked through the campaign and return them at any other service 
center they wish. Details of the national drive are now being worked out and 
will be announced soon. 

The publication “How Libraries May Serve" is one of a series of more then 
twenty publications being prepared by the U.S. Office of Bducation to help li- 
braries and schools organize and strengthen their programs and services to meet 
national defense demands. _It reviews the vital problems which libreries face in 
this emergency, and how they can aid in meeting defense needs. “How Libraries 
May Serve" is one of the pamphlets in the national defense series now available. 
These are; "How Libraries May Serve," Pamphlet No. 17; “What the Schools Can 
Do," Pamphlet No. 4; “Hemisphere Solidarity," Pamphlet No. 13; “Educetion Under 
Dictatorships and in Democracies," Pamphlet No. 15; "Democracy in the Summer 
Camp," Pamphlet No. 23; "Home Nursing Courses in High Schools," Pamphlet No. 9. 
The Pamphlets can be ordered from the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 

D. C., at 15 cents each. 

The Council for Democracy, 285 Madison Avenue, New York City, has issued 
some pamphlets in the “Democracy in Action" series, as follows: “Freedom of As- 
sembly and Anti-Democratic Groups," "Community Employment Problems Under De- 
fense," "The Negro and Defense," "Financing Defense," and "The Pyblic and Strikes." 
The pamphlets are 10 cents each. 

"Service With the Colors," published by the Recruiting Publicity Bureau, U.S. 
Army, Governors Island, New York City,. is a booklet containing a series of ar- 
ticles describing the services which compose the United States Army, presented 
to the young man who gives serious consideration to the advantages which the 
Regular Army offers as a possible career. All branches of the service are dis- 
cussed. 

Librarians may want to order from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., at 5 cents each, the condensed chart- 
guide to defense training opportunities in programs sponsored by Federal agen- 
cies. "In aircraft, shipbuilding, machine tools, in metal work, forging, and 
steel, America needs able workers," Commissioner Studebaker seys. “The armed 
services also need trained technicians. To meet this need, Congress, through 
various appropriations, has provided for defense training of an estimated 
1,500,000 persons. The future of democracy depends on the efficiency of the 
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‘arsenal of democracy’. That efficiency in turn depends on the skill of workers 
and management. Training supplies the skill which will preserve our democratic 
way of life." The chart-guide, which measures 18 by 23 inches, is entitled 
"Defense Job Training." 

The Texas State Library will have on exhibit, in connection with the National 
observance, December 15, 1941, of the sesquicentennial of the Bill of Rights, a 
facsimile of actual size of the Bill, reproduced from the original engrossed Res- 
olution of Congress, September 25, 1789. December 15 marks the one hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary of the adoption, by the States, of the first 10 amendments 
of the Federal Constitution - the Amendments which constitute the American Bill 
of Rights. Congress has passed a joint resolution authorizing and requesting the 
President "To issue a proclamation designating December 15, 1941, as Bill of Rights 
Day, calling upon officials of the Government to display the fleg of the United 
States on all Government buildings on that day, and inviting the people of the 
United States to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies and prayer." The 
President will commemorate the sesquicentennial in a Nation-wide broadcast, and 
the Office of Civilian Defense, through local defense councils and organizations 
effiliated with them, will cooperate in community observances which will take 
place simultaneously from one coast of the continent to the other, at the hour 
of the President's address. 

-0- 

IMPORTANT LIBRARY MEETINGS. It is not too early to take a look at the li- 
brary calendar for 1942. The Texas Library Association meets in Corpus Christi 
in the spring, es usual. Exact dates have not yet been announced. 

The. Southwestern Library Association and the Southeastern Library Suaceseneen 
will have a joint meeting in New Orleans on Octcber 21-24) "19427 “mrs wi lb-be” 
the first combined meeting of the two groups since the 1934 meeting in Memphis. 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, will be host to the American Library Association on 
June 22-27, 1942. The Mid-Winter meeting of the A.L.A. will be, as usual, at 
the Drake Hotel, Chicago, December 28-31, 1941. 

-0~- 

TIMELY PUBLICATIONS. The A.L.A. "Booklist" for September, 1941 contains an 

excellent list of books on nutrition and foods. The list is annotated and titles 








recommended for first purchase are starred. Copies of this list may be secured 


in quantity from the compiler, Dr. Helen S. Mitchell, Director of Nutrition, Steff 
of the Coordinator of Health, Welfare, and Related Defense Activities, Washington 
D.C. The following prices are quoted: 25 copies, 50¢; 50, 85¢; 100, $1.35. 

A useful poster on soil conservation may be obtained free of charge by writ- 
ing the Library, Soil Conservation Service, P.0. Box 1898, Fort Worth. The poster 
was designed specifically for display in libraries and in other places where soil 
conservation material is available. It is being sent to all government depository 
libraries. 

-0=- 

MINNESOTA LIBRARIES, SEPTEMBER, 1941. The Texas State Library has on hand 
@ number of copies of the publication "Minnesote Libraries" for September, 1941, 
and will mail a copy as long as the supply lasts, to any library upon a request 
accompanied by a 3-cent stamp. This issue is devoted entirely to the problem of 
weeding and discarding books, and offers valueble suggestions on the question. 

-0- 

ACCREDITED LIBRARY SCHOOIS, .A reprint from a recent A.L.A. Bulletin gives 
a list of library schools accredited by the American Library Association. This 
list may be obtained by writing the American Library Association, Board of Edu- 
cation for librarianship, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. On the list are 
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thirty library schools classified as to type (according to requirements for a‘- 
mission end training offered). location, year established, year accredited, and 
director are given. 

Qe 

ANNUAL REPORTS. The importance of sending to the Texas State Library 4 copy 
of your annual report cannot be overemphasized. The State library is the central 
library agency of Texas, and it is imperative that it keep informed m library 
conditions throughout the State. The American Library Association, library school,, 
and other research workers depend upon the State Library to furnish them with in- 
formation on Texas libraries. The picture of library service in Texas can never 
even approximate accuracy if libraries are negligent in sending in their annuel 
reports, In order to better library conditions, it is necessary to know existing 
conditions. The State Library will greatly appreciate the cooperation of 411 li- 
braries, public, college and university, and community, in the matter of sending 
in prompt and accurate annual reports. The State Library furnishes the forms for 
the reports and will send them soon after the end of your fiscal year. If any 
library fails to receive forms, the State Library will send them upon request. 

-0- 

ABQUT LIBRARIES. Wichite Falls. The Kemp Public Library has had e "run" 
on its stock of high school and college textbooks on chemistry, physics, and 
especially mathematics. Calls come mainly from Sheppard Field soldiers who are 
studying in preparation for the examination necessary in order for one to become 
a flying cedet. 

Orange. Formal opening of the Orange Recreation Council library and Recreation 
Room took place in the early fall. Mr. Chapman of Washington, D.C., National Di- 
rector of WPA Library Projects, was present for the event. - Technicel books.-on 
industry and defense subjects are features of the library. 

The Orange Public Library building has recently been remodeled and enlarged, 
and has moved back to its old location at Mifth and Pine Streets. A number of new 
and timely books have been added to the collection. 

Iongview. "The library is an arsenal of defense," said Miss Camille Halliday, 
librarian of the Nicholson Memorial library at an address before the Rotary Club 
of Iongview on November 18. Miss Halliday explained the important part the librery 
has played in supplying information to the scores of young men who, through the 
use of the books at their disposal, obtained jobs in defense industries. The li- 
brarian pointed out the inadequacy of the present appropriation in filling the 
needs of the librery. 

Dallas. At the State Fair of Texas, the Dellas County library Committee ar- 
ranged an exhibit showing the need for a county library in Dallas County and the 
vital part thet libraries play in national defense. The exhibit was housed in the 
Hall of State and attracted mech attention. 

The Dalles Public Library is considering discontinuing free service to per- 
sons living outside the Dalles city limits. It is expected that the Board of 
Directors will act on the question at their December or January meeting. It is 
believed that this action would prove an added stimulus to the Dalles County 
library movement, which has been in progress for the past four years. 

Houston. The largest October circulation in the history of the Harris County 
Public library was recorded for October of this year when 38,349 books were cir- 
culated; 9,819 were circulated from the Librery-on-wheels. 

The Houston Rotary Club recently presented to the Houston Public library a 
useful collection of vocational books covering the fields of advertising, aviation, 
television, radio, business management, salesmanship, and other vocations and pro- 
fessions. There were seventy volumes in the collection. 
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University of Texas librery. ’ The private libraries of the late University 
president, H.Y. Benedict, and the late geology professor, F.W. Simonds, were 
accepted recently by the University of Texas Board of Regents. Dr. Benedict's 
library consists of some 1,900 volumes, as well as many unbound bulletins and 
periodicals. Subjects covered include mathematics, astronomy, engineering, gen- 
eral science, Texiena, literature, biography, history, and philosophy. In the 
Simonds collection are about 1,500 volumes relating to geology, geography, gen- 
eral science, agriculture, and Texas, 

The University of Texas Library is now open daily for fifteen hours, from 
8 aemMe till 11 p.m. Monday through Friday, and until 5 p.m. Saturday afternoon. 

Amarillo. The Library Committee of the Potter County Federation of Women's 
Clubs asked for an increase of at least $1,650 in the library appropriation for 
1942, The committee pointed out that for years the library has been operating 
on an extremely limited budget and now, particularly, needs an increased book fund. 

Beaumont. On the occasion of the celebration of its fifteenth birthday, 
September 15, the Tyrrell Public Library had, as the feature of its program, a 
talk on "The Real Basis of Cultural Relations" by Dr. Rudolfo Oswaldo Rivera from 
Washington. Dr. Rivera, a native of Puerto Rico, is an authority on Pan American 
affairs. "Both in the United States and in the letin American countries, li- 
braries are being recognized as the instrument not only of culture, but of democ- 
racy," said Dr. Rivera. This year Dr. Rivera is borrowed from the staff of Duke 
University press by the American Library Association. 

Tyrrell Public Library now subscribes to the micro-film editim of the New 
York Times. The film is projected through the Recordak which magnifies the film 
about 12 ¢. times and can be adjusted by the operator to suit his own eyesight. The 
stordgs spacé that is saved through the use of the micro-film edition df the Times 
is one of its chief advantages. The library also has an excellent collection of 
films for school group use, and has received national recognition for its pro- 
gress in the field of audio-visual education. 

Brownwood. The library of Camp Bowie has recently moved from the recreation 
building into its own quarters. The book stock now totals about 6,000 volumes and 
2,000 borrowers have been registered, According to Mrs. Smith, the librarian, the 
men ere interested’ mainly in technical books and serious reading, and are uhusuelly 
prompt about returning the books, although no fines are charged. 

Mexico City. A recent development in the field of cooperative work in Iatin 
America is the establishment of the Benjamin Franklin Library in Mexico City. The 
Board of Directors of the library is composed of three Mexican members and six 
representatives of United States organizations active in Mexico. The director of 
the library is Dr. Harry M. Lyndenberg, formerly director of the New York Public 
library, and his assistant is Miss Bertha Harris, former high school librarian in 
El Paso, The library is a typical medium-sized American public librery. 

Wharton. The Wharton County Library has been instrumental in the organization 
of a Council of County Agencies for Wharton County. The purpose of the organiza- 
tion is to bring together representatives of county departments and service agencies 
with the purpose of becoming acquainted with each other and each other's plans. 

Floresville. Mrs. H. B. Jackson, Librarian of the Wilson County Library, re- 
ports that the use of books in that library has increased so much that the circu- 
lation of non-fiction is eleven times as great as it was a year agoe Many of the 
children in Wilson County had never seen a book (other than their textbooks) or 
@ Magazine until the bookmobile started its trips, and both the children and the 
adults are pathetically eager to read. One man nearing ninety years of age stop- 
ped at the bookmobile and just wanted to look. "I wish these books were for grown 
folks too," he said. When the librarian explained that the bookmobile was for 
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adults as well as children, he and his wife became ardent patrons, and now he 
meets the bookmobile each time for a new supply. Children of the Spanish, Polish, 
end German-speeking people of the county are learning the English language and 


American weys more readily now that they have availeble reading material, say 
their teachers. 


Texas State aie Mr. L. W. Kemp of Houston, former chairman of the Cen- 
tennial Historical ission, was recently appointed by Governor Coke Stevenson 
as @ member of the Texas State Library and Historical Commission. Mr. Kemp suc- 
ceeded Mr. A. C. Bull of Austin who declined reappointment because of other duties, 
This is the second time thet Mr. Kemp hes been a member of the Commission. 

Representatives of the Library of Congress have been working with micro- 
film in the Archives Division of the State library to complete the files of the 
Texas Senate and House Journals for the librery of Congress. They are securing 
films of the legislative bodies of all states west of the Mississippi whose files 
go back prior to 1640. In this area Texas and Arkansas came under this classifi- 
cation, 

a, = | 

BOCKS FOR LIBRARIES. The Julius Rosenwald Fund, 4901 Ellis Avenue, Chicago, 
has announced, through Mr. William C. Heygood, Direotor for Fellowships, that «a 
library of fifteen story books is available to both white and negro schools in the 
South for $10. ‘The set is called "Negro Children of the World", and the books 
have been selected on the basis of their suitability, appeal, and general effec- 
tiveness. Various librarians were consulted as to the choice of the books, and 
they have the epproval of the children’s literature experts of the A.L.A. The 
list of books may be obtained by writing to Mr. Haygood. 

In the "Wisconsin Library Bulletin" for October, 1941, is a useful article 
called "Character Building Through Books; A Suggestion for the Parents’ Room." 
Books mentioned as having definite character-building value include Armstrong 
Sperry's "Call it Courage" and "All Sail Set," Charles Finger's "Courageous Com- 
panions,” "“Ood-le-uk the Wanderer,” by Alice lide and Margaret A. Johansen; 

"Young Walter Scott," by Elizabeth Janet Gray; "The Lance of Kanans," by French; 
and “The Listening Man,” by Incy Embury. 

"Iibrery Costs end Budgets" by Emme V. Baldwin and William E. Marcus, Bowker, 
1941, is @ new professional book that librarians will welcome, for the problem 
of budget-meking is always 4 weighty one. A study was made of the cost of service 
in thirty-seven libraries throughout the United States, and comparative statisti- 
cal tables were prepared. Texas is represented in the survey by the Tyrrell Pub- 
lic Library at Beaumont. This book may be borrowed from the Texes State Library. 

"This Neighborhood Tried Books," says Louis Townley in his article of the 
same title in the October, 1941 issue of "Survey Midmonthly." Mr. Towley's inter- 
esting article tells of how the children in an outlying section of St. Paul were 
helped by the organization of a community library. Space was given in the school 
building, and books were secured through book drives, voluntary contributions, and 
through the sponsorship of parties and dances. The children from this neighbor- 
hood no longer appeared in Juvenile Court, and proof wes once more given of the 
real character-building value of books. 

-0=- 

ARMY LIBRARY SERVICE. It is of interest to note the reading habits of men 
in the army camps of our country. According to Mrs. Elizabeth H. MacCloskey, 
librarian of the Sixth Corps Area which includes Illinois, Wisconsin, and Mich- 
igen, trainees read anything from Edgar Rice Burrougitsto Marcel Proust. Shakes- 
peare is almost the best seller at one post, Mirs.°MacCloskey adds, while westerns 

lead the fiction list everywhere. Bookkeeping, eccounting, shorthand, photography, 
animal husbandry, pleys, and poetry are popular among non-fiction books. 
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GALVESTON COUNTY LIBRARY. Beginning January, 1942, the Galveston County 
library will be operated by contract with the Rosenberg library. Although funds 
do not permit the establishment of deposit stations or branches, all residents 
of the county will have free access to the main library and the negro branch. 
Individual borrowers may secure any number of books for the use of their friends, 
pupils, or neighbors, and these books will be packed by the library, the expense 
of transportation being paid by the borrowers. Practically all the money secured 
by the contract will be used for books, while $300 will be spent on publicity. 

It is to be hoped that an increased appropriation in 1942 will allow more com- 
plete service to be rendered to county residents. ' 
-0- 

RESIGNATIONS, APPOINTMENTS, ETC. Miss HEdith Gentt who is well known beceuse 
of her work as Specialist in Public Libraries of the U.S. Office of Education, 
recently resigned to become Extension librarian of the Missouri Library Commis- 
sion. 

Upon the resignation on October 15, 1941, of i. Arthur R. Curry as State 
Supervisor of the WPA Statewide Library Project of Texas, Miss Bonnie F. McAfee 
was appointed to fill the position. Miss McAfee, who received her library train- 
ing at T.S.C.W., Denton, is a former high school librarian. 

On October first Mrs. Hazel Pace Welch resigned as Librarian of the Wharton 
County Library. She was replaced by Mrs. Rosalyne T. Smiser, formerly WPA Li- 
brary Project Supervisor and a graduate of the Library School of the University 
of Oklahoma. Mrs. Welch hes retired from the profession and is now residing in 
Hous tone , Phise Beieer dd B00 08400 eke dy 
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IT BRARIES AND NATIONAL DEFENSE is the circular which the American library 
Association has started issuing irregularly. It gives lists of up-to-the-minute 
books and pamphlets, especially government publications, dealing with defense. 

In the first issue of the circular, attention is called to the manual en- 
titled "School and College Civilian Morale Service, How to Participate," which 
may be secured from the U.S. Office of Education. The pamphlet was issued “to 
inauguarate an appropriate educational program designed to help students and 
adults in understanding the many complicated problems of these critical times." 

The pamphlet "A Civilian Defense Volunteer Office," which may be secured free 
from the Office of Civilian Defense, Washington, D.C., lists many opportunities 
for defense participation by individual libraries. Other timely pamphlets also 
available free from the Office of Civilian Defense are “local Organization for 
Civilian Protection," "Protection of Industrial Plants and Public Buildings," 
“Suggestions for State and local Fire Defense," and "Protective Construction." 

The Children's Bureau of the Department of Jebor has published a "Defense 
of Children" series of leaflets and a colored poster. The first of the leaflets 
and the poster are available free to individuals in single copy. Isccal organiz- 
ations and libraries may request up to 10 copies of the poster, and up to 50 
copies of the leaflet. 

A new type of Americanization program is being developed by the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service of the Department of Justice. Suggestions for lists of 
materiel on the subject are given in the December A.L.A. Bulletin. Further infor- 
mation may be secured by writing to the Service in Weshington, 

According to a letter from the Office of Production Management, libraries 
May secure the necessary supplies and materials for operation under a special pref- 
erence rating frm governmental agencies. To secure this rating, it is necessary 
to endorse each purchase order, 
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PAMPHLET ee The article, "Pamphlets" by Bertha A. Buelow in the "Sovth 
Dakota Library etin" for September, 1941 contains some useful information on 
the care of pamphlets end other vertical file material. Sources of free and inex- 
pensive material for the file are listed and include: Public Affairs pamphlets 
which may be subscribed to, brief biographies of authors frequently obtainable free 
from outstanding publishers, Farmers' Bulletins and many of the Office of Educa- 
tion publications, and the A.1,A.'s "Booklist" which contains lists of recommended 
pamphlets in each issue. 
pho 

SIDNEY LANIER CENTENNIAL. Attention should be called to the fact that Feb- 
ruary 5, 1942, marks the 100th birthday anniversary of one of the South's finest 
poets, Sidney lanier. Lenier is not so well known es he deserves to be, and li- 
brarians might take the occasion of the centennial of his birth to acquaint the 
public with him. Few people know that besides being a poet he was a musician of 
some note and has several musical compositions to his credit. 

-0- 

PUBLIC aca SERVICE IN TEXAS. According to available reports, there are, 
in 1941, 1,718,655 urben people and 802,156 rural people in Texas who have access 
to permanent, tax-supported libraries. This leaves 1,192,754 urban and 2,701,279 
rural people or a total of 3,894,013 people in the state who are without access 
to free, tex-supported public library service. However, this does not mean that 
all these people do not heave some type of library service at their disposal, for 
these figures to not include club, WPA, or college libraries, many of which serve 
the public. 

-0- ; 

JOINT UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES. In order to eliminate unnecessary duplication 
and to expand the library resources of the colleges, a Joint University Library 
has been esteblished in Nashville, Tennessee. This project will combine the fa- 
cilities of three colleges: George Peabody College for Teachers, Scarritt College, 
and Vanderbilt University. The building and endowment are jointly owned and di- 
rected, and the Board of Library Trustees is composed of representatives of the 
boards of control of the three institutions. The advantages of combining the re- 
sources of two or more neighboring college or university libraries are too obvious 
to enumerete, and it is hoped that similar libraries in Texas may follow the ex- 
ample of the Nashville libraries. 





salon 

BIOGRAPHICAL DIRECTORY. A biographical Directory of Texas Congresses and 
Conventions covering the dates 1832-45 has just been completed by Miss Elizabeth 
le Noir Jennett, legislative appointee of Speaker Homer Leonard. The directory 
is patterned after the National Congressional Directory and contains biographical 
sketches of the 483 members of the congresses and cmventions. The Executive 
Department for each of those years when Texas was a republic is also given. Miss 
Jennett's book is the only work of this type which brings all this information 
together, end as biographical material on many of these men is extremely difficult 
to find, the directory should be quite useful in Texas history collectimms.. Mr. 
Le We Kemp, @ member of the Texas library and Historical Commission, rendered 
valuable aid in the compilation of the directory, as he has done work of a simi- 
lar nature. Mr. Kemp hes written biographical sketches of the men who fought at 
the battle of San Jacinto, and his recent book contains the lives of the fifty- 
nine men who signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. Inquiries regarding 
the Directory should be addressed to the Chief Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, Capitol Building, Austin. 
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HOW WELL DO STUDEYTS THINK? A study of student ability to utilize library 
materials and to evaluate sources Was presented at the Library Section of the 
Texas State Teachers Association in Houston by Iulu Ruth Reed, Reference Librarian 
of Baylor University. The data analyzed was collected from 691 college students 
who took her tests on the use of the library. The group consisted of 4 large 
number of freshmen, and smaller groups of sophomores, juniors, and seniors in 
several types of colleges in widely divergent geographical locations. Some of 
the highlights of the study follow. 

Definite weakness in the ability of students to evaluate sources in terms 
of authenticity is indicated by the replies of five questions calling for the 
evaluatiom of types of sources in terms of authenticity. In general the students 
failed to distinguish between primary and secondary sources and tended to depend 
on general textbooks rather than specialized sources. Even on the question 
eliciting the best results less than 40 per cent of the students were able to 
select the most authentic source. A large group of students made no attempt to 
select any source. A number of students regarded fiction the most authentic 
source of information, particularly on the question dealing with customs in 
colonial New Rnglend. This suggests that use of historical fiction as 
collateral material may have been overemphasized to the detriment of other types 
of material. 

Another section of the test measures the ability of students to associate 
ten topics in the fields of Inglish history, North American history, political 
science, archaeology, customs and folklore, home economics, botany, chemistry, 
architecture, and engraving with their general fields. The results show con- 
clusively that students have difficulty in associating topics with fields of 
knowledge. Although vocabulary weakness may be a partial explanation, it is 
apparent that students have not been trained to think clearly or to seek infor- 
mation in a logical fashion. This was particularly true of the questions in 
the fields of political science, archaeology, science, and art. 

Nor were students more capable of observing and selecting carefully. Another 
section of the test reproduces items ona page of the Readers Guide, some of 
which are numbered. Students are directed to place the number of the correct 
item opposite the question. All questions are interpretative in nature, calling 
for information needed in locating material in periodicais. Student acrievement 
on this part of the test was even less gratifying than m the sections previously 
discussed. Although the bibliographical details presented the chief difficulty, 
the failures in selecting names of authors and in identifying articles by and 
about an author show that lack of instruction in bibliographical entry is not 
solely responsible for the situation. 

Even in the use of parts of books, which is taught from the third through 
the twelfth grades, the results are unsatisfactory. Questions on the title-page, 
especially about the publisher and copyright date were answered correctly by more 
Students than those dealing with indexes, table of contents, bibliographies, foot- 
notes, and appendices, all of which seemed baffling to many students. 

Student achievement on the test indicates clearly that the mechanics of using 
the library have been insufficiently emphasized in the instructional program and 
that more attention should be given to the study of indexes and the functions of 
various types of material and library tools. 

~0- 

COUNTY LIBRARY SIGNS. Signs for county libraries are now available from the 
Burdick Enamel Sign Company, Tulsa, Oklahoma. According to Rusk County's librerian, 
Miss Mary Louise Giraud, who handled a recent order, the signs may be purchased in 
lots of 25 for $6.10 each, plus the express. If fewer are purchased, the price 
per sign is more. Several libraries have already installed the signs. 
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